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Updated  Bottle  Bill,  and  recycling 
on  campus  sparks  interest 


by  Jessica  L.  McGowan 
Features  Co-Editor 

On  Tuesday,  March  6, 
MASSPIRG  will  hold  a  press 
conference  as  part  of  this 
semester's  campaign  to  Update 
the  Bottle  Bill. 

MASSPIRG  is  inviting  the 
local  media  representatives  from 
the  towns  of  Fit'chburg, 
Leominster,  Lunenburg,  and 
Townsend,  to  discuss  opinions 
about  the  Updated  Bottle  Bill. 

"The  Updated 
Bottle  Bill  will 
increase  recy- 
cling through 
the  5  cent  re- 
fundable de- 
posit. This  is  an 
effective  way  to 
get  people  to 
recycle." 

All  MASSPIRG  chapters  will 
hold  simultaneous  press  confer- 
ences as  part  of  a  statewide  me- 
dia event  lo  increase  support  for 
the  bill. 

The  Updated  Bottle  Bill 
would  extend  the  current  bill  by 
putting  a  five  cent  deposit  on 
juice,  iced  tea,  wine,  and  bottled 
water  containers.  Drew 
LeBlanc,  MASSPIRG's  Fitch- 


burg  Chapter  Chair  said  "The 
Updated  Bottle  Bill  will  increase 
recycling  through  the  5  cent  re- 
fundable deposit.  This  is  an  ef- 
fective way  to  get  people  to  re- 
cycle." 

Under  the  existing  bill  80  to 
85%  of  recyclables  with  a  five 
cent  deposit  are  recycled,  while 
only  30%  of  non-refundable 
recyclables  are.  These  numbers 
show  that  a  5  cent  refund  incen- 
tive is  needed  for  adeqate  pub- 
lic support  of  recycling. 

According  to  MASSPIRG  lit- 
erature, "this  proves  that  the 
bottle  bill  is  effective. ..[but] 
today's  drinking  styles  are 
changing."  Trends  show  con- 
sumers are  buying  more  non- 
carbonated  beverages. 

Since  1991  sales  of  juices, 
iced  teas,  sports  drinks  and 
bottled  water  have  increased 
150%.  A  further  sales  increase 
of  200%  is  expected  by  the  year 


2000.  "Students  worked  to  pass 
the  original  Bottle  Bill  and  now 
they  will  work  this  year  to  make 
it  more  representative  of  today's 
drink  market  with  the  Updated 
Bottle  Bill."  said  Amanda  Sears, 
local  MASSPIRG  organizer. 

The  Updated  Bottle  Bill  will 
decrease  the  amount  of  trash  that 
is  burned  or  buried  in  Massachu- 
setts each  year.  The  current 
Bottle  Bill  saves  approximately 
$20  million  in  trash  fees  for 
Massachusetts  residents  every 
year,  because  to  burn  or  bury  ev- 
ery ton  of  solid  waste  costs  about 
$60.  MASSPIRG  is  concerned 
with  the  environmental  hazards 
of  present  methods  of  dealing 
with  wastes.  "The  ways  of  deal- 
ing with  trash,"  says  LeBlanc, 
"create  toxins  like  Mercury 
which  can  never  be  brought  out 
of  your  system.  These  toxins  get 
in  the  soil,  the  plants,  and  fish 

Continued  on  page  3 


Graduate  Assistant  positions  open 


by  Presley  Recce 
Staff  writer 


Fitchburg  State  College  is  ac- 
cepting applications  for  Gradu- 
ating Assistant  positions  for  the 
1997-1998  academic  year.  Ap- 
pointments will  be  available  in 
the  following  academic  pro- 
grams: 

Certificate  of  Advanced 


Graduate  Study(CAGS)  in  Inter- 
disciplinary Studies,  Education 
Leadership  and  Management; 
Master  of  Art  in  Teaching 
(MAT)  in  Biology,  History,  En- 
glish, Science  Education;  Mas- 
ter of  Education  (M.Ed.)  in  El- 
ementary Education,  Early 
Childhood  Education,  Occupa- 
tional Education,  and  Special 
Education;  Master  of  Science 
(MS)  in  Communications/Media 
Management,  Computer  Sci- 
ence, Counseling,  Criminal  Jus- 


tice, and  Business  Administra- 
tion (MBA). 

Graduate  Assistant  positions 
are  also  available  in  Administra- 
tive offices  and  departments. 
Application  close  on  May  16, 
1997. 

Contact  Bev  Tata  at 
(508)665-3183  for  more  infor- 
mation regarding  the  Graduate 
Assistant  Program  Application. 
Benefits  include  a  generous  sti- 
pend and  tuition  waivers  for  24 
graduate  credits. 


In  this  issue: 


Gay  dolls  on  page  4,The  BIG  Screen  on  page  9,  Sports  highlights  on  pages  11-12 


Smoke  alarm 

malfunction  remains 

a  mystery 


by  Jen  Majeran 
Contributing  Writer 


An  electrical  system  malfunction  was  the  cause  of  an  up- 
roar at  the  Conlon  Arts  building  last  Thursday  morning. 

At  9:50  the  loud  urgent  alarm  of  a  fire  caused  students  to 
leave  their  class  and  huddle  outside  in  the  cold.  "This  is  not 
high  school,"  said  one  disgruntled  student. 

Firemen  were  called  to  the  scene  and  rushed  inside.  After 
about  fifteen  minutes,  students  were  ushered  back.  A  faulty 
smoke  alarm  was  said  to  be  the  problem. 

According  to  Ron  LeBlanc  of  Facilities,  they  are  still  not 
sure  what  caused  the  problem.  Workers  are  trying  to  isolate 
the  problem  on  the  second  floor.  Efforts  have  been  unsuccess- 
ful since  there  are  seventy  alarms  in  that  area. 

"This  couldn't  have  come  at  a  worse  time,"  Leblanc  said. 
The  college  is  currently  in  the  process  of  trying  to  upgrade  the 
electrical  system  throughout  the  Conlon  building. 


Global  Conference 
slated  at  FSC 


by  Presley  Reese 
Staff  Writer 


Understanding  Business  in  the  Global  Marketplace,  a  con- 
ference for  regional  business  people,  is  scheduled  for  March 
12th  in  the  Campus  Center  at  Fitchburg  State  College. 

The  event  is  aimed  at  local  businesses  in  global  markets, 
according  to  James  T  Noonan,  chair  of  the  Business  Adminis- 
tration Department  and  director  of  the  college's  Montachusett 
Economic  Center. 

"Worldwide  markets  are  in  a  constant  state  of  flux,"  noted 
Noonan.  "And  business  executives  have  to  develop  a  'global 
minutes'  in  order  to  complete  that  environment". 

The  event  will  include  a  roundtable  discussion  featuring 
Daniel  N.  Nigrosh,  President  of  CAN- AM  Machinery,  William 
L.  Weissman,  President  of  Modu  Form,  George  Schick,  Presi- 
dent of  Spectro  Analytical  Instruments,  Louis  Pereria,  Deputy 
Managing  Director  International  Business  Development  of 
Nynex  Information  Resources  Co.,  Donald  Leger,  Team  Leader 
of  small  steam  turbines  of  General  Electric  Company,  and  Ashok 
Hingorany,  President  of  Minutemen  International  Company, 
Ltd. 

Also  scheduled  is  the  workshop  A  Primer  for  Understand- 
ing International  Business.  This  workshop  is  designed  as  a 
lesson  on  understanding  global  business  practices.  Discussion 
will  focus  on  forces  and  methods  for  entering  the  volatile  and 
changing  business  trade  market.  Special  emphasis  will  be  placed 
on  identifying  regional  small  business  situations  that  can  be 
resolved,  and  aiding  firms  in  "going  global". 

Round  table  members  will  provide  insight  into  how  to  oper- 
ate globally,  where  to  market  products,  and  how  to  understand 
the  diversified  culture  of  various  global  markets.  Attendees 
will  be  introduced  to  the  opportunities  and  peculiarities  of  glo- 
bal trade  and  commerce. 

The  workshops  are  free,  with  the  exception  of  an  optional 
$12  lunch.  Reservations  must  be  made  by  February  25,  1997. 
For  further  information,  call  508-665-3530. 
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SGA  News 


by  Anne  Gilbert 
SGA  Correspondent 


In  SGA  news  this  week,  the  Crime  Prevention  Commit- 
tee announced  its  appointment  of  Anesti  Agapiadas,  RD  of 
Mara  Village,  to  the  position  of  Residence  Life  liason. 

The  head  of  the  Crime  Prevention  Commitee,  John  Shealy, 
submitted  a  letter  to  the  Director  of  Facilities,  Steve  Lanciani, 
regarding  poor  removal  of  ice  and  snow  on  walkways  and  in 
parking  lots.  This  issue  has  many  students  and  faculty  mem- 
bers concerned. 

The  Crime  Prevention  Committee  would  like  to  remind 
students  that  shoplifting  from  the  commuter  cafeteria  is  a 
crime  which  will  not  be  taken  lightly. 

Under  the  watchful  eyes  of  the  Crime  Prevention  Com- 
mittee, Campus  Police  is  currently  looking  into  a  recent  shop 
lifting  incident.  The  student  was  caught  by  a  cafeteria  worker 
and  action  is  expected  to  be  taken  against  the  alleged  thief. 

Dr.  Charles  Ratto  attended  the  meeting  as  a  guest  speaker 
to  address  the  often  controversial  moving  of  the  mailboxes 
and  expansion  of  the  bookstore.  Part  of  the  plan,  Ratto  re- 
ported, is  a  multi-club  room  which  he  hopes  will  include  copi- 
ers, computers,  and  lockers.  The  bookstore  is  scheduled  to 
be  expanded  into  the  area  the  mailboxes  now  occupy  and  the 
mailboxes  will  be  moved  into  Commuter  Cafeteria  area.  This 
expansion  of  the  bookstore  will  be  funded  by  moneys  con- 
tributed by  Follet,  the  new  bookstore  company,  to  the  tune  of 
the  S250,0O0.  Ratto  said  the  renovations  are  hopefully  go- 
ing to  be  finished  by  September. 

One  of  the  questions  scheduled  to  appear  on  the  Fall  1997 
ballot  is  whether  or  not  to  include  the  $5  waivable 
MASSPIRG  fee  on  student  tuition  bills.  According  to  a 
MASSPIRG  representative,  28%  of  the  student  body  paid 
this  fee  on  their  bill  last  year.  SGA  voted  to  include  this 
question  in  the  ballot  and  now  it  will  be  up  to  students  to 
make  the  final  decision  in  the  Fall  election. 

SGA  meets  every  Tuesday  in  room  G-04  of  the  Hammond 
Buiding  at  6:30  p.m. 


Paying  the  Capital  fee 


by  Kimberly  White 
Staff  writer 


Students  are  wondering  why 
their  tuition  was  raised  by  $84  a 
semester.  They  call  the  manda- 
tory S84  fee,  the  Capital  Fee,  but 
do  not  explain  what  the  fee  is  for 
and  why  they  require  students  to 
pay  it.  Mike  Shandley,  who  is 
in  charge  of  press  releases  for 
FITCHBURG  STATE  COL- 
LEGE, answered  these  and  other 
pertinent  questions. 

The  Capital  Fee  is  a  fee  that 
will  help  funding  for  the  recre- 
ational facility.  Mike  was  asked 
what  the  recreational  facilities 
will  include.  He  said,  "We  do 
have  a  committee  that  is  discuss- 
ing it.  We  are  just  trying  to  fig- 
ure out  what  we  can  get  for  the 
money." 

The  projected  cost  for  the 
project  will  be  S12  million.  The 
State  will  fund  only  $6  million 
because  they  will  not  fully  fund 
a  non-academic  building.  "So, 
the  other  S6  million  will  come 
from  students,"  Mr.  Shandley 
explained. 

There  is  controversy  sur- 
rounding this  newly  imposed 
fee.  Sports  Editor  Mike  Poirier 
said,  "I'm  a  senior,  why  should 
my  tuition  be  raised  for  some- 
thing that  I'll  never  use?"   Mr. 


Shandley  responded  to  a  similar 
question,  "Well,  in  the  first 
place,  it's  the  only  way  we  can 
fund  the  gym.  If  you  look  at  the 
way  the  college  operates,  the  stu- 
dents now  have  the  benefit  of  all 
of  the  buildings  that  have  been 
there  for  years.  This  was  paid 
for  by  the  college  students  be- 
fore you." 

Mr.  Shandley's  explanation  is 
sound,  but  one  student  asked, 
"isn't  that  what  our  college  fees 
are  used  for?"  MaryLou,  who 
works  at  the  treasurer's  office 
said,  "The  college  fees  are  di- 
vided up  and  given  to  the  differ- 
ent departments  on  campus.  The 
rest  of  the  money  goes  into 
scholarships." 

The  projected  date  for  project 
completion  is  December  1998  or 
early  1999.  The  college  already 
has  the  $12  million  necessary  to 
build  the  recreational  facility. 
The  money  was  obtained 
through  a  loan,  which  will  be 
paid  back  in  twenty-seven  years. 
FSC  is  in  the  process  now  of 
buying  properties  in  the  area  of 
the  North  Street  2  parking  lot. 
Those  homes  will  be  torn  down 
and  will  be  the  location  of  the 
new  recreational  facility. 


A  CAREER  FAIR 

FOR  COLLEGE  SENIORS  AND  GRAD  STUDENTS 


TUESDAY,  MARCH  4  i  WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  5 

N00N-8PM  I  10AM-6PM 


AT  THE  BOSTON  PARK  PLAZA  CASTLE 

CORNER  OF  ARLINGTON  STREET  AND  COLUMBUS  AVENUE.  BOSTON 

TAKE  THE  CREEH  LINE  TO  THE  ARLINGTON  STOP  AND  WALK  DOWN  ARLINGTON  STREET  TWO  BLOCKS. 


ADMISSION  IS 


»  WORKSHOPS     »  OVER  70  COMPANIES 

*  DON'T  FORGET  YOUR  RESUMES!  4 


ilil 


Bottle  Bill  continued 
from  page  1 

from  air  pollution  or  leakage  from  landfill." 

Massachusetts  currently  has  a  ban  for  all  pregnant  women  and 
children  from  eating  any  Massachusetts  seafood  due  to  high  levels 
of  Mercury.  MASSPIRG  would  like  to  use  the  Update  Bottle  Bill  to 
cut  down  on  the  amount  of  beverage  containers  being  burned  and 
buried  in  an  effort  to  decrease  the  amount  of  toxins  in  the  environ- 
ment. 

The  Updated  Bottle  Bill  is  not  without  some  opposition.  Current 
opponents  such  as  Philip  Morris,  Proctor  and  Gamble,  and  Ocean 
Spray  (among  others)  have  spent  millions  of  dollars  in  an  effort  to 
defeat  the  bill.  Similar  opposition  was  brought  against  the  original 
Bottle  Bill  in  1982  in  an  effort  to  repeal  the  bill,  but  was  defeated  by 
a  60%  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Another  focus  of  MASSPIRG's  recycling  campaign  is  to  increase 
recycling  on  campus.  "I  think  that  students  will  recycle  more  if  the 
Updated  Bottle  Bill  is  passed."  said  Jennifer  Lamoureaux,  project 
coordinator.  "It  is  important  for  students  to  know  about  recycling. 
Getting  recycling  on  campus  is  one  of  our  main  goals  this  semester 
because  we  don't  have  it  here.. .We  want  to  put  barrels  in  the  com- 
muters cafe  and  the  dormitories,  and  even  some  in  the  class  and  aca- 
demic buildings." 

MASSPIRG  hopes  for  help  and  support  of  campus  recycling 
underway.  We've  been  informed  that  the  resident  halls  will  be  more 
involved  in  the  recycling  drive  with  the  support  direction  on  the  RAs." 
says  LeBlanc.  According  to  RA Melissa  Bonasera,  Hall  Council  tried 
to  get  recycling  bins  in  the  dorms  last  semester.  This  idea  originated 
from  the  requests  of  students  to  supply  them  with  the  opportunity  to 
recycle.  "I  think  its  good  to  recycle,"  said  Bonasera.  "People  do  it  so 
much  at  home,  it's  such  a  habit,  they  should  be  able  to  do  it  hefe. 
Besides,  it's  optional,  it's  not  like  they  have  to  [recycle]." 

All  students  asked  seemed  to  favor  recycling  on  campus.  Recy- 
cling enthusiast  Jerry  Comeau  said  "If  DAK  A  can  recycle  food,  why 
can't  we  at  least  recycle  our  cans."  Another  student  Megan  Smith 
summed  up  many  students'  sentiments  by  saying  "I  think  it's  good. 
We  should  recycle  as  much  as  possible  because  it's  good  for  the  en- 
vironment." 
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Spring  Break  '97. 

Panama  City ! ! !  Board- 
walk Beach  Resort  $129 
7/nights  Beachfront, 
Daily  Free  Drink  Parites, 
Walk  to  Best  Bars!!! 
Group  Discounts!!! 
Endless  Summer  Tours 
1-800-234-7007. 

Spring  Break  '97. 
Cancun,  Jamaica,  & 
Bahamas!!!  7/nights  w/air 
from  $399.  Enjoy  Daily 
Free  Drink  Parites,  No 
Cover  @  Best  Bars,  & 
Group  Discounts!!! 
Endless  Summer  Tours 
1-800-234-7007. 
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If  you  came  to  Fitchburg  only  to  study,  don't  read  this  ad. 


&  Sports 


Remodeled 
since  your 
A  tost  visit. 
Open  for  lunch 
Thurs-Fri-Sat. 


Fitchburg  State 


(Ladies  start  working  on  your  tans.  Be  ready  for  the  $100,000.  contest.) 

Miss  Hawaiian  Tropics 

s°0mon^  Swimsuit  Competition 

Every  Friday 


Every  Wednesday 

in  the  Pub 

Karaoke  Contest 

Cash  prizes  $1.00  Specials 

Thursday  Nights 

College  Dance  Party  18+ 

No  cover  before 

10:00pm  w/FSC  I.D. 


AMERICA'S 

±L   < 


"KISS"    i 

TRIBUTE  r 


Friday  3/14/97  18+  Show 


In  the  Dance  Club 

Every  Friday 

"Ladies  Night" 

(no  Cover  before  11  p.m.) 


In  the  Dance  Club 

Saturday 

(D.J.  -  C.  Maddox) 

"And  the  Wheels  of  Steel" 


"Krazy  Kahlua  Nights" 


281  Lunenburg  St,.  (Rt.2A),  Fitchburg 
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Billy:  The  Gay 
Plastic  Prince 


by  Jessica  Roy 
Staff  Writer 


Billy,  the  world's  first  out  and  proud  gay  doll,  will  soon 
be  making  waves  on  store  shelves. 

The  company  says  they  received,  "many,  many  rejections", 
from  toy  manufactures  before  finding  one  who  would  mass 
produce  and  market  a  gay  doll  for  consumers  who  are  21  and 
over.  London  based  Totem  International  took  the  job.  The 
doll  is  being  sold  for  an  impressive  price  of  $49.95  each; 
however,  Billy's  features  wmmm~ "^ "■* " 
outweigh  the  price.  Unlike  TJ„1jUp  nfUpr 
other  male  dolls.  Billy  is  not  vflMHr©  UMCi 
only  anatomically  com  j^/^  foils,  BUlX 
plete.  but  also  heroically  y  J 

endowed.  "Never  before    fg  flOt  OtllV 
has  a  doll  been  so  anatomi- 

anatomically 


complete,  but 
also  heroically 
endowed. 


cally  complete"  says  one  of 
the  designers,  John 
McKitterick. 

The  plastic  prince  comes 
dressed  in  black  cut-off 
shorts,  a  sleeveless  flannel 
shirt,  a  red  AIDS  ribbon  and 
a  gleaming  set  of  freedom 

rings  around  his  neck.  Additional  outfits  can  also  be  pur- 
chased including,  bell-bottomed  sailor,  slave,  and  San  Fran- 
cisco leatherman.  Billy  stands  an  impressive  16  1/2"  tall, 
complete  with  a  magnificent  physique  (testimony  to  long 
hours  spent  at  the  gym),  ready-made  smile  and  piercing  blue 
eyes. 

Billy  is  individually  signed  and  numbered.  In  the  tradi- 
tion of  collectable  dolls,  Billy  is  also  accompanied  by  a  cer- 
tificate of  authenticity,  recording  Billy's  individual  number 
and  editions. 

Billy  is  a  refreshing  change  to  the  heterosexual,  stuffy 
and  beauty-driven  dolls  currently  available.  Even  Billy's 
hands  have  a  suggestive  and  unique  posture,  unlike  that  of 
any  Ken  doll.  Fortunately  for  Barbie,  the  rumors  Ken  is  of  an 
alternative  sexual  persuasion  can  finally  be  laid  to  rest. 


Fitchburg  State  gets  wired 


By  Kristin  Kinville 
Staff  Writer 


FSC  is  in  the  middle  of  a 
major  telecommunications  over- 
haul. All  students  who  will  live 
on  campus  next  semester,  will 
have  access  to  the  Internet,  cable 
and  free  basic  phone  service 
from  the  comfort  of  their  dorm 
rooms. 

It's  called  the  Rand  Project. 
"Construction  has  already  be- 
gun," said  Roy  Hall,  of  Facili- 
ties. "So  far  McKay  School, 
Condike,  Anthony,  Edgerly,  and 
Sanders  buildings  have  all  been 
wired  as  of  three  weeks  ago, 
when  the  project  construction 
was  started."  Hall  stated,  "The 
two  bigger  dormitories  will  be 
worked  on  in  the  next  few 
weeks."  Aubuchon  and  Russell 
Towers  will  be  under  construc- 
tion, between  the  hours  of 
9:00am  and  5:00pm,  Monday 
through  Friday,  to  place  all  the 
wiring  and  hookup  jacks  in  each 
of  the  rooms.  "All  we  ask  is  that 
the  students  be  patient  through 
this  transition,  it  will  be  well 
worth  it,"  said  Hall. 

There  are  several  services 
that  will  be  available  to  the  stu- 
dents, for  $125.00  per  semester, 
($25  a  month),  which  the  stu- 
dents will  be  billed  for  at  the 
beginning  of  each  semester.  The 
committee  still  hasn't  decided 
whether  this  fee  will  be  added 
onto  the  special  fees  charge,  or 


be  a  separate  fee,  on  the  student 
bills,  each  semester. 

The  services  that  will  be  in- 
cluded are  as  follows: 

FREE  LOCAL  PHONE 
SERVICE  will  be  provided 
which  includes  call  waiting  and 
voice  mail.  For  all  long  distance 
phone  calls,  students  will  be 
given  a  private  pin  number, 
which  they  will  have  to  enter  be- 
fore the  call  is  connected.  Only 
the  student  with  that  certain  pin 
number  will  be  billed.  "This  will 
end  a  lot  of  roommate  dispute 
over  phone  bills,"  said  Mr. 
Michael  Rivard,  Treasurer  of 
FSC.  "This  service  means  that 
a  student  couldn't  charge  anyone 
else  for  their  long  distance  phone 
calls."  Students  will  have  to  call 
an  800  number  to  activate  their 
service.  Information  packets 
about  the  new  phone  services 
will  be  sent  out  to  students  this 
summer.  Rivard  added,  "all  the 
billing,  and  payments  can  be 
made  through  campus  mail, 
thereby  saving  the  students  time, 
and  32  cents  for  a  stamp." 

CABLE  TV  will  be  available 
in  all  dorm  rooms.  "The  stu- 
dents will  have  similar  cable 
channels  as  the  basic  family 
package  that  is  offered  now 
through  regular  cable.  Also  in- 
cluded in  this  package  is  the  us- 
age of  four  channels  specifically 
for  FSC  programming.  "One 
channel  will  play  a  movie  ,  but 
24-hours  a  day  instead  of  twice 


a  week  in  Ellis  White  Lecture 
Hall,"  stated  Rivard.  "This  will 
make  it  more  convenient  for  stu- 
dents, especially  during  bad 
weather."  These  FSC  channels 
can  be  used  for  special  broad- 
casts of  FSC  events,  and  class 
seat  availability  during  registra- 
tion. 

A  CONNECTION  TO  THE 
CAMPUS  NETWORK  will  al- 
low students  to  connect  their  per- 
sonal computers  with  other  com- 
puters on  campus,  as  well  as  the 
Internet.  "Students  will  be  able 
to  contact  Professors  through 
email  without  leaving  the  com- 
fort of  their  rooms.  Class  work 
can  be  turned  in  electronically , 
which  would  save  time  for  stu- 
dents and  faculty,"  state  Rivard, 
"The  possibilities  are  endless." 

The  only  purchase  students 
may  have  to  make  are  for  NICK 
cards,  which  allow  for  the  con- 
nection between  the  computers 
on  the  campus  network.  "Most 
newer  computers  already  have 
the  NICK  cards  installed  in 
them,  but  if  the  students  need 
them,  they  will  be  made  avail- 
able," said  Rivard. 

The  bookstore  will  have 
phones,  and  NICK  cards  on  sale 
at  the  beginning  of  the  fall  se- 
mester, as  well  as  many  other 
accessories  for  the  new  services. 
If  students  have  questions,  the 
should  contact  Mr.  Rivard  in  the 
Treasurer's  office,  or  Mr.  Hall  in 
Facilities,  third  floor  Edgerly. 
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Delta  Ah  Wnes 
Opens  UpThe  USA  To  College  Students 

W*th  A  Year's  Worth 
Of  Low  Fares 
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You  deserve  some  fun.  Get  ready  for  some  with  Extra  Credit.™ 
Enroll  today  in  Delta's  new  college  travel  program.  Save  up  to  50% 
—  sometimes  more  —  off  normal  (7, 14,  21  day)  advance  purchase, 
round-trip  coach  fares.  Hurry,  membership  is  limited. 

Get  the  whole  scoop  on  the  Web  at 
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Where's  the  beef  on  taxes? 


By  Jessica  Roy 
Staff  Writer 


While  President  Clinton  and 
his  government  counterparts 
continue  to  chew  the  fat  con- 
cerning the  best  way  to  cut  the 
pork,  some  citizens  have  been 
claiming  that  they  are  overlook- 
ing the  obvious-tax  on  meat. 

Before  you  choke  on  your 
evening  meal  of  meat  loaf,  re- 
flect on  the  hard  facts.  A  study 
published  last  year  in  the  jour- 
nal Preventive  Medicine  found 
meat-eating  costs  Americans  up 
to  $61  billion  yearly  for  treat- 
ment of  heart  disease,  cancer, 
diabetes,  obesity,  and  other 
health  afflictions  linked  to  eat- 
ing meat.  This  outweighs  the 
$50  billion  we  spend  every  to 
treat  smoking-  related  illnesses. 

Meat-eaters  are  not  the  only 
people  paying  for  the  bills.  Ev- 
ery tax  payer  is  stuck  with  the 
"hidden"  costs  of  meat  con- 
sumption, such  as  skyrocketing 
health  insurance  premiums. 
According  to  People  for  the 
Ethical  Treatment  of  Animals 
(PETA),  an  excise  tax  on  all  pur- 
chases of  meat,  poultry,  and  fish, 
could  change  all  that.  Not  only 
would  a  meat  tax  help  cover  the 
costs  of  treating  meat-related 
diseases,  perhaps  it  will  push  a 
few  Americans  in  a  healthier  di- 
rection. 

Meat-eaters  have  much  to  be 
concerned  about.  According  to 
Howard  Lyman  the  director  of 
the  Humane  Society's  Eating 
with  Conscience  Campaign, 
91%  of  all  pesticides  and  can- 
cerous substances  can  be  elimi- 


nated from  out  diets  by  going 
meat-free.  Red  meat  is  appar- 
ently not  the  only  culprit.  Ac- 
cording to  Time  Magazine,  "The 
conservative  estimate  is  that  bad 
chicken  kills  at  least  1,000 
people  each  year  and  costs  sev- 
eral billion  dollars  annually  in 
medical  costs  and  lost  produc- 
tivity." 

Researchers  and  nutritionists 
continue  to  promote  a  low-fat 
vegetarian  diet  because  they  are 
rich  in  whole  grains  and  fresh 
fruits.  Also,  vegetables  reduce 
the  risk  of  heart  disease,  cancer, 
and  high  blood  pressure. 

If  American  do  not  evolve 
and  modify  their  present  diets, 
they  can  expect  to  keep  dying  off 
in  alarming  numbers.  Accord- 
ing to  Neal  D.  Barnard,  M.D., 
President,  Physicians  Commit- 
tee for  Responsible  Medicine, 
Washington  D.C.,  "The  beef  in- 


dustry has  contributed  to  more 
American  deaths  than  all  the 
wars  of  this  century,  all  the  natu- 
ral disasters,  and  all  automobile 
accidents  combined.  If  beef  is 
your  idea  of  'real  food  for  real 
people,'  you'd  better  live  real 
close  to  a  real  good  hospital." 

The  consumption  of  meat  is 
lethal.  Some  believe  that  it  is 
time  for  the  perpetrators  of  the 
economic  healthcare  burden 
carry  their  own  weight.  Dr. 
Randall  White,  an  instructor  at 
Emory  University  Medical 
school  in  Atlanta  says,  "If  meat- 
eaters  want  to  continue  digging 
their  own  graves  with  daily  meat 
fixes,  they  should  start  digging 
a  little  deeper  into  their  wallets." 
The  reasoning  behind  a  tax  on 
meat  is  that,  while  lifting  some 
of  the  burden  of  healthcare 
costs,  America  just  might  dis- 
cover a  healthier  way  of  life. 


Mars  attacks  on  route  2 


by  Melissa  Cordiero 
Features  Editor 


On  Christmas  1968, 
Westminster  resident  Perry 
Blake  witnessed  something  that 
few  people  ever  do.  It,s  been  20 
years  since  Mr.  Blake  has  men- 
tioned his  horrific  experience  at 
Hedly  Bray's  farm  field.  Mr. 
Blake  recently  disclosed  the  de- 
tails of  his  'close  encounter' 
with  the  Strobe. 

Perry  was  driving  on  Rt.  2 
toward  Westminster  at  2:00am. 
While  cruising  through  a  green 
light  he  noticed  several  pullcd- 
over  cars  on  the  side  of  the  road. 
"It  was  frightening,  I  didn't 
know  what  I  was  looking  at. 
This  was  like  nothing  I  had  ever 
seen  before,"  Mr.  Blake  said. 

"It  was  large,  greenish,  and 
oval  shaped. ..it  was  longer  than 
a  railroad  box  car."  The  object 
was  hovering  in  mid  air  over  a 
group  of  power  lines.  Mr.  Blake 
claimed  to  have  seen  some  sort 
of  line  that  connected  the  object 
to  the  power  lines.  "It  looked  like 
it  was  drawing  energy  from  the 
power  lines  because  it  was 
sparking." 

Mr.  Blake  distinctly  saw  sev- 


eral more  objects  fly  from  the 
woods  and  join  the  one  he  had 
been  observing.  He  said,  "these 
things  were  oval,  and  about  the 
size  of  a  Volkswagen  beetle. 

During  the  pinnacle  of  his 
amazement,  another  observer  to 
this  phenomenon  asked  Mr. 
Blake  if  he  would  travel  to  the 
center  of  the  field  for  a  closer 


1 t 


It  was  large, 
greenish,  and 
oval  shaped..." 


look.  "When  he  asked  me  I  said 
no.  We  were  about  250  feet 
away  from  it,  which  was  close 
enough  to  see  it." 

Soon  alter  the  stranger's  pro- 
posal, a  whirling  noise  could  be 
heard.  "That's  when  the  line 
connected  from  the  object  to  the 
power  lines  was  pulled  up.  A 
high  pitched  humming  noise 
took  the  air.  It  got  louder  and 
louder  and  in  about  three  sec- 
onds it  took  off,"  Mr.  Blake  ex- 
plained. 

The  objects  no  longer  could 
be  seen.  They  had  disappeared 


faster  than  anything  Mr.  Blake 
had  ever  witnessed  before.  Mr. 
Blake  said,  "The  craft  had  ma- 
neuvered faster  than  any  type  of 
aircraft  I  had  ever  seen  before." 

After  the  craft  vanished  a 
crowd  of  bewildered  people  re- 
mained. Most  witnesses  of  this 
extraordinary  event  talk  little  of 
it  in  fear  of  being  ridiculed  by 
skeptics.'Thc  next  day  I  checked 
the  papers  to  see  if  anyone  had 
reported,  it  and  not  one  person 
did,"  Mr.  Blake  stated.  "I  never 
spoke  of  it,  because  I  didn't  want 
people  to  think  I  was  out  of  my 
mind." 

Many  years  have  passed 
since  the  event,  and  Mr.  Blake 
has  still  only  told  a  handful  of 
family  and  friends.  Occasion- 
ally he  would  come  across  some- 
one who  had  witnessed  a  simi- 
lar event  and  exchange  stories. 

The  paranormal  scares  be- 
lievers and  humors  skeptics. 
Television  shows  such  as  the  X- 
files  capitalizes  on  the  uncer- 
tainty of  extraterrestrial  life. 
Perry  Adams  is  neither  a  skeptic 
nor  a  believer.  Mr.  Blake  knows 
the  truth  from  personal  experi- 
ence. What  do  you  believe? 


Police  Log 

SUNDAY,  FEBRUARYS,  1997 

SUSPICIOUS  ACTIVITY  -  suspicious  vehicle  checked 
out.  {no  problem) 

REQUEST  FOR  POLICE  -  Off-campus  parking  com- 
plaints. 

BREAKING  AND  ENTERING  INTO  M/V,  /LAR- 
CENY -  Investigation  initiated. 

DANGEROUS  CONDITION  -  People  stuck  in  eleva- 
tor (everyone  was  out  upon  arrival  of  police.) 

MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  10, 1997 

BREAKING  ANDENTERING  -  Investigation  initiated. 
HARASSMENT  -  Investigation  initiated. 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  11,  1997 

REQUEST  FOR  POLICE  -  Vehicle  in  middle  of  mad 
(Fitchburg  Police  Dept.  notified.) 
SUSPICIOUS  ACTIVITY  -  Checked  out  male  enter- 
ing building  (all  set). 

NON-CRIMINAL  COMPLAINT-  parking  complaint 
(ticket  issued). 

WEDNESDAY*  FEBRUARY  12, 1997 

REQUEST  FOR  POLICE  -  Dispersed  youths  from 
parking  lot 

NON-CRIMINAL  COMPLAINT  -  Parking  complaint, 
owner  moved  vehicle. 

THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  13, 1997 

REQUEST  FOR  POLICE  •  Student  reported  off-cam- 
pus incident  involving  possible  handgun  (Fitchburg 
Police  Dept  notified). 
LARCENY  -  Investigation  initiated. 
FIRE  ALARM  -  Trouble  in  system. 
ASSLST  OTHER  POLICE  -  Assisted  State  Police  w/ 
arrest. 

REQUEST  FOR  POLICE-  Report  of  speeding  vehicle 
w/Ioud  music,- 

REQUEST  FOR  POLICE  -possible  theft,  uncon- 
firmed. 

ASSIST  OTHER  POLICE  -  Assisted  Fitchburg  Police 
Dept  with  large  fight 

FRUJAY,  FEBRUARY  14, 1997 

EMERGENCY  911  CALL-  Fitchburg  Police  Dept  re- 
ceived 911  call,  this  dept.  responded  (paypbone,  no  one 
around). 

REQUEST  FOR  POLICE  -  Stood  by  at  a  request  of 
RA  on  a  reported  noise  complaint 
REQUEST  FOR  POLICE  -  Responded  to  a  medical 
call. 

DANGEROUS  CONDITION  -  icy  ramp  (custodians  no- 
tified), 

DANGEROUS  CONDITION  -  Street  very  icy  (FDW 
notified). 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  15, 1997 

NOISE  < '( )M  PL  A I  NT  -  car  horn  blowing,  operator  spa. 
ken  to. 

BURGLAR  ALA  KM  ♦  Basement  stairwell  door,  area 
checked,  no  one  around,  system  request 
REQUEST  FOR  POLICE  -  Responded  to  medkaL  stu- 
dent slipped  on  ice. 
VANDALISM  -  Investigation  initiated. 

SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY  16, 1997 

DISTURBANCE.-  Responded  to  reported  fight  outside, 
(area  quiet  upon  arrival  of  police). 
DISPERSAL  -  local  youths  riding  bikes  iasidc. 
DLSPERSAL  -  local  youths  riding  bikes  on  outside 
stairs. 

BURGLAR  ALARM  -  Accidental 
REQUEST  FOR  POLICE  -  Attempting  to  locate  sub- 
ject to  deliver  emergency  notification. 
FIRE  ALARM  -  Steam  from  shower, 
REQUEST  FOR  POLICE  -  M/V  accident  (Fitchburg 
Police  Dept  notified). 
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Fairy  tale  love  is  not  out  of  reach  for  anyone 


Kaihy  Geoghegan 
Opinion  Editor 


Do  you  know  what  love  is? 
Think  about  it.  1  don't  mean  the 
love  you  may  have  for  your  par- 
ents, pets,  or  Fitchburg  Jade  Su- 
per Specials.  I  mean  real,  true, 
romantic,  crazy  love.  People 
claim  to  know  what  love  is,  but 
from  what  1  have  observed  in  the 
past  21  years,  apparently  most 
have  no  clue. 

It  has  taken  me  years  to  fig- 
ure out  what  I  want.  Trial  and 
error  has  finally  made  me  real- 
ize what  r  m  looking  for.  I  will 
share  my  philosophy  on  how  to 
love  and  how  to  be  loved.  I  can't 
say  it's  perfect,  but  it's  pretty 
close.  All  I  know  it  that  since  I 
have  come  to  grips  with  the  fact 
that  there  are  perfect  men  out 
there  and  that  I  don't  have  to 
settle  for  less  than  the  best,  my 
life  has  become  pretty  painless. 
I'm  sure  that  you've  heard 
this  already,  but  before  you  can 
love  someone,  you  have  to  love 
yourself  first.  Loving  yourself 
is  not  a  bad  thing.  I  think  I  am 
absolutely  wonderful  and  I'm 
not  afraid  to  admit  it.  If  you 
know  you  are  worth  a  lot,  other 
people  will  know  it,  and  they 
will  treat  you  as  such. 

I  believe  it  should  be  required 


for  everyone  to  be  single  for  a 
few  years  of  their  adult  life.  This 
is  to  ensure  that  they  don't  need 
someone  in  their  life.  So  many 
people  jump  from  relationship  to 
relationship  in  fear  of  being 
alone,  therefore  never  getting  to 
know  themselves  and  growing 


If  you  do  get 
rejected,  who 
cares?  If  they 
aren't  smart 
enough  to 
realize  how 
wonderful  you 
are,  then  they 
aren  Y  good  for 
you  anyway 


dependent  on  other  people.  Ul- 
timately you  will  realize  that  it 
shouldn't  take  another  person  to 
make  you  happy.  Like  I  said  in 
last  weeks  issue  "too  often  do  we 
forget  thaf  being  alone  is  the  per- 
fect opportunity  to  rebuild  for 


Go  Greek 
or  go  Geek 


An  astasia 
Contributing  Writer 


Let's  talk  about  Greek  life. 
At  least  for  now  I  will  let  it  be 
called  "Greek."  Fitchburg 
State's  "Greekites"  have  created 
their  own  distorted  version  of 
their  own  little  societies. 

As  a  new  student  at  this 
school,  and  this  state,  everything 
has  been  looking  very  up.  Nice 


Visitors  and  new 
students  be 
weary...  Wel- 
come back  to 
high  school 


campus,  variety  of  people,  great 
courses,  and  the  school  even  has 
a  Greek  life.  One  would  say  this 
was  a  very  well  rounded  college. 
Now  Greek  life  has  never 
been  lor  me.  I  don't  believe  in 
it.  Many  of  my  friends  are  in- 
volved (God  help  them)  in  real 
.wrorities  and  fraternities.  The 
kinds  that  promote  camaraderie, 
brotherhood,  drinking,  free 
keggers,  and  a  family  after 
graduation.      


Oh,  my  dear  FSC  sisters  and 
brothers...Whohadaclue?  You 
have  made  me  more  disgusted 
in  the  past  week  than  I  could 
ever  have  imagined.  Your  sis 
ters  come  together  in  the  heat 
of  get  in  your  face  arguments, 
and  only  worry  about  your  hair, 
your  ass,  and  who  you  are  go- 
ing to  get  with  next. 

Visitors  and  new  students  be 
weary.  Welcome  back  to  high 
school,  where  trying  as  hard  as 
you  can  to  fit  into  a  clique  and 
be  as  cool  as  those  in  the  group 
is  eminent. 

Considering  that  Greek  is 
great  by  tradition  (but  not  at 
FSC),  one  would  think  that 
these  poser  gatherings  would  try 
to  hold  the  virtue  that  other  so 
rarities  and  fraternities  would 
hold.  Oon't  get  me  wrong, 
those  in  any  society  that  looks 
for  vegetables  who  can  act  like 
them  are  weak,  but  at  FSC  it  is 
not  a  question  of  going  Greek, 
but  rather  of  going  Geek. 

Grow  up  and  stay  out  of  our 
faces.  Most  of  us  don't  even 
care  about  your  fraternities  and 
sororities.  The  main  reason  is 
because  you  are  all  not  up  to  par. 

I  will  gladly  stand  behind  my 
pledge  to  independence,  the  life 
of  realism. 


that  truly  special  person." 

Having  someone  to  share 
your  life  with  is  great,  but  too 
many  are  quick  to  choose  part- 
ners that  don't  deserve  them, 
and  the  result  is  an  unhealthy  re- 
lationship. Before  you  jump 
into  anything,  know  what  you 
want,  set  your  standards  high, 
and  never  lower  them. 

I  have  a  list  of  my  own  stan- 
dards and  rules.  Considering 
that  this  paper  is  only  12  pages 
long,  I  can  only  give  you  a  few 
examples.  First,  know  that  you 
come  first.  Next,  keep  in  mind 
that  no  one  is  good  enough  for 
you.  Don't  forget  that  love  is 
about  risks.  If  you  do  get  re- 
jected, who  cares.  If  they  aren't 
smart  enough  to  realize  how 
wonderful  you  are,  then  they 
aren't  good  enough  for  you 
anyway.  For  most,  including 
myself  at  times,  this  is  merely  a 
defense  mechanism,  but  it 
works.  Finally,  there  are  no  sec- 
ond chances.  Drop  that  person 
the  time  that  they  disappoint 
you.  When  they  disrespect  you, 
lie,  cheat,  etc.  that  should  be  the 
end.  I  don't  know  about  you, 
but  my  time,  energy,  and  even 
tears  are  too  precious  to  waste 
on  someone  that  doesn't  treat 
me  like  the  princess  I  am.  Don't 
get  me  wrong,  I  am  far  from 


My  time,  energy 
and  even  tears 
are  too  precious 
to  waste  on 
someone  that 
doesn  't  treat  me 
like  the  princess 
lam 


conceited.  I  expect  to  be  treated 
like  a  princess,  and  if  they  de- 
serve it,  they  will  be  treated  like 
a  king  in  return. 

After  meeting  a  potential 
partner,  there  are  five  main 
qualities  one  should  look  for- 
Crazy,  Sexy,  Cool,  Beautiful, 
and  Talented.  (TLC  gets  the 
credit  for  the  first  3)  I  will  break 
it  down  for  you:    . 

The  ideal  person  is  crazy. 
Not  in  the  Charles  Manson  sort 
of  way,  but  in  the  way  that  you 
can  go  nuts  with  them.  You  can 
dance,  party,  act  foolish,  and 
never  feel  embarrassed  to  to  so. 
Sexy  is  a  huge  benefit.  De- 
fine it  how  you  like,  but  I'm  sure 


you  get  my  point. 

Cool  is  like  having  a  partner 
that  is  your  best  friend  (with  the 
extra  benefits).  Someone  you 
can  have  deep  conversations 
with,  or  just  relax  with.  Cool  is 
when  someone  wants  to  know 
and  understand  everything  about 
you. 

Beautiful  is  when  you  look  at 
someone,  and  in  your  eyes  they 
are  perfect.  I  am  not  talking 
about  the  outside  appearance, 
but  rather  the  whole  package. 

Finally  a  person  that  is  tal- 
ented completes  the  package. 
Perhaps  someone  into  sports,  an 
artist,  musician.or  anything  that 
is  a  hobby  or  requires  skill.  It 
gets  boring  if  the  person  in  your 
life  has  nothing  to  do  with  their 
free  time.  It  shows  creativity  and 
drive  when  they  have  something 
besides  work  and  you  that  chal- 
lenges them. 

Everyone  should  realize  that 
fairy  tale  love  is  not  out  of  reach. 
Too  many  people  settle  for  less 
than  perfect.  Why?  I  would 
much  rather  face  rejection  from 
the  man  of  my  dreams  than  settle 
for  a  half  decent  guy,  because  I'd 
always  be  thinking  of  the  man 
of  my  dreams. 


Hey  Ricki,  take  a  look  at  yourself 


Ali  Sackett 
Contributing  Writer 


Controversial  talk  shows 
like  Ricki  Lake  often  have  me 
wondering  about  the  morality 
and  standards  we  have  left  in  the 
United  States.  What  messages 
are  we  sending  to  children  about 
the  okays  of  our  society? 

The  approach  they  try  to  per- 
ceive is  that  these  are  real 
people  with  real  problems  ask- 

Things  like 
normal  manners 
seem  to 
disappear... 
things  that  we 
learned  in 
preschool  are 
lost  when  the 
camera  rolls  on 
Ricki's  set 

ing  for  help,  confronting  some- 
one, or  telling  their  stories.  Yet 
most  of  the  people  on  this  show 
(that  I've  seen)  are  rude,  crude 
and  socially  unacceptable. 
Ricki  Lake  has  on  her  panel, 
people  who  say  something 
shocking  and  most  likely  class- 
less. I've  heard  topics  like  "I 
stole  my  daughter's  boyfriend" 


"I'm  in  love  with  him.. .but  it's  a 
her"  or  "I'm  thirteen,  I  want  a 
baby,  and  there's  nothing  you 
can  do  about  it"  The  language 
is  horrible.  I  rarely  see 
someone's  language  being  prop- 
erly controlled.  There  are  more 
bleeps  and  sh...oot's  on  this 
show  than  I  hear  on  the  street. 
It  seems  most  of  these  people  are 
looking  for  attention  or  a  reac- 
tion of  some  sort.  Sometimes  I 
even  see  the  same  people  with 
a  different  problem  on  the  next 
show,  two  channels  up. 

Another  part  of  this  is  that 
these  people  actually  get  paid  for 
these  outbursts.  They  stay  in 
semi-nice  hotels,  eat  free  meals, 
and  tell  a  whole  nation  their  most 
intimate  life  details.  Things  I 
wouldn't  want  to  admit  to  a 
friend,  they  will  tell  millions  of 


people.  Even  the  audience  is 
trashy,  yelling,  fighting,  giving 
their  blunt  and  brutal  opinions. 
Normally  this  is  followed  by  a 
panelist  telling  the  audience  to 
"mind  their  own  business"  but 
not  so  politely. 

Things  like  normal  manners 
seem  to  disappear.  Forget  about 
not  speaking  while  others  are 
trying  to  talk.  Proper  English, 
proper  attire,  and  keeping  your 
hands  to  yourself  are  things  that 
were  learned  in  preschool,  are 
lost  when  the  camera  rolls  on 
Ricki's  set. 

It  always  leaves  me  with  one 
question.  Where  do  these  people 
come  from?  Not  that  these 
people  aren't  around,  but  where 
are  the  decent  people?  The 
people  who  believe  private  af- 

Continued  on  page  7 
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All  in  my  Zebra  Sheets 


Jameson  Lee 
Contributing  Writer 


Jameson  Lee  is  an  English  ma- 
jor who  does  his  best  thinking  in 
his  zebra  sheets,  hence  the  title 
of  this  article. 

Behavioral  science  tells  us 
that  we,  as  a  race,  have  two  pow- 
erful drives  to  act  out  in  any  dire 
situation;  to  fight  or  to  flight. 
This,  it  tells  us,  is  from  cave- 
man times,  when  you  could  get 
eaten  up  like  it  was  a  normal 
thing  by  a  great  big  lizard,  but  it 
carries  over  and  reminds  us  of 
our  animal  side. 

I  think  that  it  carries  over  to 
that  awkward  dance  in  sixth 
grade.  There  you  are,  confused 
and  tiny,  with  the  kids  you  spend 
everyday  with  anyway,  but  in  a 
completely  different  way.  Now 
you  feel  the  terror  of  the  lizard, 
the  maw  of  a  certain  chomp  on 
your  head.  What  do  you  do? 
One  kid  passes  straight  out. 
Another  shrugs  and  mounts  the 
dance  floor.  Some  kids  are  just 
like  that. 

But  this  feeling  carries  over 
to  everyday  life.  Your  environ- 
ment never  changes,  your  reac- 
tions simply  heighten  or  deaden. 
Your  job  interview,  your  tests, 


driving  exams,  that  first  non-co- 
ital embrace.  They  all  tell  us  a 
basic  message  that  we  instinc- 
tively act  upon,  but  we  don't. 
We  end  up  buckling  down,  tak- 
ing what  is  given  us,  turning  out 
what's  asked  for  (Did  you  ever 
have  a  TV.  dinner  as  a  kid,  then 
eat  a  well-cooked  meal  at  some 
other  kid's  house?)    We  sit 

If  we  desire 
something.. .we 
don 't  try,  we 
settle.  We  are 
on  the  dance 
floor  with  that 
ugly  kid  who 
eats  paste, 
again. 

through  tedious  tasks  in  assump- 
tion of  some  pay-off  at  the  end, 
a  gold  star  for  endurance.  Don't 
get  me  wrong,  I'm  not  against 
education.  I  love  gold  stars. 
What  I  am  saying  is  that  we're 
still  living  under  a  1950's  myth 
of  the  big  car  and  the  woman 


dressed  in  cellophane  at  the  door, 
mythological  images  of  the 
American  dream.  Those  days 
are  over  though. 

What  we  really  want,  as  a 
race,  is  so  outside  of  our  grasp 
that  we  turn  retro.  Now  the  ac- 
tion style  of  the  70's  is  cool, 
disco  and  flared  trousers,  even 
Star  Wars  is  cool  again.  This  is 
just  strange.  Why  ruminate  on 
stuff  that  we've  covered  years 
ago?  Because,  what  else  is 
there?  Well,  a  lot,  actually.  If 
we  desire  something,  deep  in  the 
base  of  our  throats,  we  can  taste 
it.  But  we  don't  try,  we  settle. 
We're  on  the  dance  floor  with 
that  ugly  kid  who  eats  paste, 
again. 

Think  of  that  kid  on  the  dance 
floor,  looking  at  the  most  attrac- 
tive kid  over  by  the  crepe  paper. 
We  really  want  to  dance  with 
him/her.  We  want  to  grow  up  to 
be  astronauts,  cowboys,  movie 
stars,  models  and  presidents. 
But  we're  not.  We  heard  that  we 
can't  be  those  things  at  some 
point  and  we  listened.  We  settle 
for  reality  over  dreams;  the 
model/retail  clerk,  the  movie 
star/video  rental  guy,  the  politi- 
cian/gas pump  attendant,  the 
cowboy/deli  worker,  the  astro- 
naut/T.V.  repairman. 


Letter  to  the  Editor 

Dear  Editor, 

I  wish  to  correct  a  statement  made  in  last  week's  article 
titled  Women  Get  the  Shaft  in  FSC  Health  care  .  We  do  not 
have  the  resources  to  supply  women  with  oral  contraceptives 
(OCs)  for  the  full  year.  Samples  are  available  through  the 
generosity  of  drug  sales  representatives  (and  we  do  not  have 
all  OC  brands).  It  is  also  illegal  for  us  to  give  away  a  full 
prescription  since  we  are  not  a  pharmacy  and  have  no  regis- 
tered pharmacist  to  dispense  prescription  medications.  Our 
samples  are  sometimes  very  limited. 

FSC  Student  Health  Services  (SHS)  provides  gynecologi- 
cal exams  to  students  who  have  school  insurance  at  the  cost 
of  $10.00  on  an  appointment  basis.  If  OCs  are  desired,  we 
can  provide  3  months  of  sample  OCs.  A  follow-up  exam  is 
done  alter  being  on  birth  control  pills  one  month  to  ensure 
that  all  is  going  well.  At  that  time,  a  prescription  will  be 
called  to  a  pharmacy  of  choice  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
It  is  required  that  a  gynecological  exam  with  a  pap  smear  be 
done  yearly  if  on  OCs. 

Prevention  of  unwanted  pregnancies  and  STD's  to  include 
HIV  is  a  concern.  We  have  condoms  available  in  our  waiting 
room  and  promote  use  if  sexually  active.  There  are  brochures 
on  our  outside  walls,  in  SHS,  and  videos  we  play  emphasiz- 
ing health  topics.  We  emphasize  health  promotion  and  pre- 
vention. I  hope  this  clarifies  our  policy. 

Jacky  Redlin,  MS,  RN-C,  Director 
and  the  rest  of  the  staff  at  The  FSC 
Student  Health  Services 


The  homeless  are  not  mindless       Twpt^pwi  a^otit. 


George  Newton 
Staff  Writer 


I  like  to  listen  to  their  stories. 
My  dad  says  I  shouldn't  give 
them  money.  They  are  just 
winos,  who  sold  their  lives  away 
years  ago  for  a  cheap  drink.  I 
like  to  remind  myself  that 
they're  human.  They  have  the 
same  hopes  and  dreams  we  all 
do.  The  same  people  who  used 
to  say  hello  to  them,  pass  by  pre- 
tending that  their  mouths  no 
longer  work.  Words  are  beneath 
their  understanding.  There's 
nothing  more  beautiful  a  dollar 
can  buy,  than  a  smile  from  some- 
one who's  forgotten  what  joy  is. 

Most  of  their  stories  begin  the 
same.  "I  was  once  the  same  as 
you,"  they  say.  Most  people 
never  escape  this  statement. 
They  tell  me  of  happier  times. 
Times  when  they  slept  in  a  nice 
hot  bed  with  someone  by  their 
side.  Some  had  whole  families 
that  never  come  to  visit,  and  a 
beautiful  house  has  become  a 
legend  in  their  minds.  They 
never  speak  of  wanting  much. 
None  of  them  want  to  be  rich. 
They  just  want  a  nice  place  to 
sleep.  That's  too  much  for  many 


to  even  dream  of. 

Alcohol  play ;  a  major  part  in 
most  of  these  stories.  It's  never 
as  simple  as  everyone  thinks  it 
is.  Self-hatred  is  another  majo; 
cause.  Fear.  Rejection.  Wealth. 

We'll  start  to 
talk.. and  Til 
stop  to  remind 
myself  that  he 
sleeps  outside. 

Whatever  causes  them  to  seek 
the  kind  of  love  they  can't  find. 
No  matter  how  hard  they  try,  al- 
cohol contains  their  only  hap- 
piness, until  any  chance  of  real 
happiness  was  washed  away. 

I  understand  the  homeless 
artists  more  than  others.  The 
rest  I  can  try  to  dismiss.  I'm 
not  like  them.  I'm  smarter, 
stronger.  They  are  not  like  me. 
Then  I'll  find  an  old  man  with 
a  bucket,  strumming  something 
so  beautiful  that  I'll  never 
match  it.  We'll  start  to  talk,  and 
I  will  understand.  We'll  talk  of 


similar  interests,  and  I'll  stop  to 
remind  myself  that  he  sleeps  out- 
side. He  sounds  just  like  one  of 
my  friends.  He  could  be  me.  I 
know  he  would  give  me  the 
same  as  I  give  him.  I  only  hope 
my  dollar  is  a  fair  deal.  It  seems 
so  small. 

No  one  learns  in  this  world. 
Even  when  Ihey  notice  the 
people  of  the  street,  all  they  do 
is  point  and  stare  or  tell  the  per- 
son standing  next  to  them  what 
a  tragedy  it  is,  and  walk  away. 
Somewhere,  poverty  won't 
bother  them.  That's  how  they 
solve  the  problem.  And  the 
winos,  with  all  their  talk  of  al- 
cohol and  demons,  will  use  my 
money  to  buy  some  poison  to 
keep  them  where  they  are.  I  like 
to  think  that  I  have  learned 
something.  I  give  what  I  can.  I 
wish  I  could  give  more,  but  I 
have  so  little.  I  wish  I  could  get 
others  to  give,  but  I  know  they 
can't  listen  as  well  as  I  can.  They 
can't  hear  what  I  hear.  I  like  to 
listen  to  their  stories,  so  a  part 
of  them  will  never  die,  no  mat- 
ter what  the  world  says. 
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Riki  continued  from  page  6 

fairs  shall  remain  private  or  among  close  friends.  People  who  want 
entertainment,  not  an  open  counseling  service,  we  still  use  our  in- 
bred manners  and  watch  our  language. 

Also,  the  producers  usually  use  slang  words  and  play  these  shows 
mid-afternoon  to  pull  in  a  younger  crowd.  A  nation  of  young  and 
easily  influenced  minds,  who  learn  what  they  are  exposed  to,  are 
watching  this.  Often  hard-working  parents  aren't  there  during  this 
time  block  to  monitor  this  trash  TV. 

Since  I  can  monitor  my  own  TV.,  I  normally  turn  it  off.  I  am 
usually  mortified  at  what  I've  just  seen.  I'm  left  wondering  how 
society  accepts  this  as  appealing  entertainment?  How  uneducated 
do  shows  like  this  make  our  country  look?  I  hope  this  show  ends  up 
in  the  gutter  where  it  belongs. 


Quote  of  the  week 


All  life  is,  is  memories:  making  them,  remem- 
bering them,  and  aspiring  for  new  ones. 

-Stephen  Riley 


_____ 


Officer  Michael  Jackson  is  this  weeks  UNSUNG  HERO 
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A  Portrait  of  a  Sitarist 


Jessica  Roy 
Stall  Writer 


Don  Poulsen  sits  cross- 
legged  on  a  lush,  handmade, 
brov,  n  w  ool  nig.  Moistening  the 
tip  of  his  left  index  linger  with 
some  Chapstick,  he  prepares  to 
play  his  sitar.  In  a  meditative- 
like  trance.  Poulsen  runs  his  fin- 
gers up  and  down  the  fretted, 
stringed  neck  of  the  sitar  and 
strikes  the  19-stringed  instru- 
ment with  his  misrab,  a  hand- 
made wire  string  pick  which  is 
worn  on  his  finger.  The  once 
loud  and  boistrous  Weston  Au- 
ditorium audience  is  hushed  by 
the  waves  of  entrancing  sound 
flowing  from  the  instrument 
Poulsen  had  learned  to  play  just 
11/2  years  ago. 

Poulsen,  a  student  at 
Fitchburg  State  College,  became 
interested  in  Northern  Indian 
music  at  an  early  age.  "I  was  a 
high  school  freshman  when  I 
heard  my  first  Ravi  Shankar  CD. 
Someone  from  school  had  given 
it  to  me  to  listen  to."  He  chose 
to  study  the  art  of  Indian  music 
through  his  growing  love  of  the 
music  itself.  "It  is  really  to  ful- 
fill my  musical  desires;  I  some- 
day hope  to  complete  a  compo- 


sition with  a  world  musical  en- 
semble." 

Poulsen  describes  his  sitar  as 
if  he  were  picking  out  the  most 
beautiful  features  of  his  own 
child.  "My  instrument  is  a  19- 
stringed  sitar  made  from  fine 
woods.  The  base  is  crafted  from 
a  dried  pumpkin  which  is  hol- 
lowed out,  not  a  jack-o-lantem." 

He  touches  the  sitar,  pointing 
to  the  different  ornaments  which 
adorn  its  base.  A  lovely  porce- 
lain swan  bead  anchoring  an  in- 
dividual string  catches  his  eye. 
Poulsen  adds,  "This  bead  was 
hand  crafted.  The  sitar  was 
made  in  India,  I  had  to  order  it 
through  a  catalogue.  It  was 
shipped  through  the  mail  to  my 
home." 

Poulsen  describes  the 
instrument's  sound  quality:  "The 
sound  is  indescribable  unless 
heard.  You  cannot  relate  it  to  the 
most  Western  instruments.  The 
sound  is  similar  to  that  of  a  gui- 
tar which  resonates  with  each 
note  you  play." 

Music  has  been  a  lifelong  in- 
spiration for  Poulsen.  He  holds 
musicians  Ravi  Shankar,  Frank 
Zappa  and  John  McLaughlin  in 
the  highest  regard  for  his  artis- 
tic inspiration.  Poulsen  says,  "I 


love  the  style  of  McLaughlin,  he 
is  amazing." 

His  sitar  instructor,  Pandit 
Usha  Verma  has  been  a  matri- 
archal figure  for  his  musical  de- 
velopment. "I  respect  her  as 
much  as  I  do  my  own  mother. 
Pandit  Usha  Verma  has  her 
Masters  degree  in  Sitar  from  a 
college  in  India.  She  is  full  of 
knowledge  and  I  can  learn  a  lot 
from  her." 

Poulsen  says  he  regrets  the 
absence  of  a  world  music  pro- 
gram at  FSC,  where  he  is  a 
sophmore  majoring  in  Interac- 
tive Media  Communications. 
"FSC  does  not  have  an 
Ethnomusicology  program.  I 
cannot  take  any  classes  which 
relate  to  my  instrument." 

A  public  performer,  21 -year- 
old  Poulsen  has  played  in  many 
venues  including  FSC's  Weston 
Auditorium,  the  As  You  Like  It 
Eatery,  and  New  Delhi,  which 
is  now  Sweet  India  in  Fitchburg. 

Poulsen  smiles  as  he  reveals 
the  dramatic  manner  in  which 
music  has  made  an  impact  on 
his  life.  "I  think  differently  now. 
I  treat  life  like  a  composition, 
everything  has  its  own  specific 
arrangement  and  sound  quality 
and  purpose." 


Beautiful  People,  Tourniquets, 
and  Sweet  Dreams 


Phil  Maiewski 
Photography  Editor 


Last  Friday  a  horde  of  cam- 
era crews,  religious  protestors, 
and  black-garbed  Gothic-styled 
fans  descended  on  the  Wallace 
Civic  Center.  Their  purpose:  to 
pay  homage,  in  their  own  way, 
to  Marilyn  Manson. 

The  Civic  Center  bleachers 
were  packed  with  people,  wait- 
ing through  the  opening  band, 
L7  The  all-lemale  rock  group 
tried  to  whip  the  crowd  in  to  a 
Iren/.y,  but  failed.  Clearly  this 
mob  was  here  for  the  main  at- 
traction. 

Tension  built  as  the  lights 
dimmed  to  end  intermission. 
The  crowd  screamed  wildly,  an- 
ticipating the  arrival  of  the  man 


who  puts  pastors  in  an  uproar. 
The  spotlight  shone  down  on  the 
crouching  Manson,  looking  up 
to  the  ceiling  in  praise,  the  crowd 
of  fans  giving  him  equal  praise. 
The  concert  went  up  from  there. 
The  backdrops  to  the  concert 
coupled  brilliantly  with  the  se- 
lection of  songs.  They  changed 
from  a  church  interior  with  im- 
paled angels  like  a  scene  right 
out  of  The  Prophesy  to  one  of  a 
dictator  on  a  rally  to  a  parody  of 
the  American  flag  with 
Manson's  lightening  bolt  in 
place  of  the  stars. 

Manson's  songs  drove  the 
crowd  to  manic  frenzy.  All  were 
swept  up  in  the  show.  The  fans 
slammed  and  moshed  to  Beau- 
tiful People,  Tourniquet,  Cake 


and  Sodomy,  and  The 
Eurythmic's  Sweet  Dreams  (are 
made  of  these).  At  one  point 
during  the  show,  the  audience 
had  the  opportunity  to  tell  the 
protestors  outside  what  we 
thought  of  them.  The  volley  of 
profanity  was  so  thick  it  could 
have  been  walked  on. 

The  concert  concluded  and 
the  evening  ended  quietly,  com- 
pared to  the  riots  the  news  crews 
expected.  Manson  didn't  try  to 
get  the  audience  to  sacrifice 
goats,  drink  blood,  or  even  wor- 
ship Satan.  It  was  a  masterful 
show  with  brilliant  songs,  sung 
by  a  very  deranged  individual. 
I  laughed,  I  cried,  I  baked 
brownies.  It  was  better  than 
Cats.  I'd  see  it  again  and  again. 


CD  Reviews: 

Chuck  D  Autobiogra- 
phy ofMistachuck 
and  Breaking  Glass 
Slippers 


Chuck  D  Autobiography 
of  Mistachuck...  Report 
From  the  Commissioner... 

Mercury  Records  314  532  944-2 


Frederick  Yackowski 
Stall  Writer 

Undoubtedly  the  greatest 
rapper  ever  to  rock  the  mic, 
Chuck  D  is  back  with  the  Auto- 
biography ofMistachuck...  And 
the  question  that  everyone  is 
asking,  as  critics  do,  is  whether 
Chuck  has  fallen  from  the  top  of 
his  game. 

There's  been  plenty  of  talk 
implying  just  that,  especially  af- 
ter Public  Enemy's  last  effort 
Muse  Sick-N-Hour  Mess  Age. 
Although  it  was  harshly  criti- 
cized, it  wasn't  quite  as  bad  as  it 
was  made  out  to  be...  It  just 
wasn't  as  good  as  Public  Enemy 
could  be. 

Autobiography...  is  a  strong 
showing  for  Chuck  D.  For  the 
most  part,  that  has  to  do  with  a 
return  to  hip-hop  beats  and  col- 
orful samples  (which  were 
mainly  replaced  in  Muse  Sick  by 
a  live  band). 

Lyrically,  Chuck  D  manipu- 
lates language  with  skill  and 
grace.  He's  as  political  as  ever, 
discussing  race,  the  music  indus- 
try, ill  effects  of  talk  shows,  and 
violence.  Tracks  like  No  and 
Generation  Wrekked  (the  refrain 
of  which  states,  "If  I  can't 
change  the  people  around  me,  I 
change  the  people  around  me") 
highlight  Chuck's  mental  agility 
when  it  comes  to  word  play. 

Chuck  once  again  separates 
himself  from  gangsta  rap.  In- 
stead of  glamorizing  street  vio- 
lence and  the  drugs  that  usually 
spark  it,  Chuck  delivers  an  anti- 
drug anthem  called  Underdog. 
Chuck  even  preaches  to  'wanna 
be'  rappers  on  a  track  titled  Paid, 
by  telling  them  to  make  sure  they 
get  paid  instead  of  the  record 
companies  who  "get  the  money, 
give  you  juice,  and  end  up 
cuttin'  your  ass  loose". 

Really  the  only  thing  missing 
from  this  album  is  a  supporting 
cast.  Autobiography  misses  the 
extra  sonic  touches  that  Termi- 
nator X  provides  for  Public  En- 
emy (by  way  of  samples  and 
scratches).  Even  the  looselip 
antics  of  Flavor  Flav  are  missed; 


He's  the  Laurel  to  Chuck  D's 
Hardy  that  keeps  Public  Enemy 
from  being  a  platform  for  politi- 
cal reform. 

The  Bottom  Line:  Chuck  D 
going  solo  can  only  hurt  his  ca- 
reer. Public  Enemy  is  one  of  the 
greatest  rap  groups  of  all  time. 
He'd  be  hard-pressed  to  find  as 
good  a  supporting  cast  else- 
where. Nevertheless,  Autobiog- 
raphy is  good  enough  to  rank 
just  under  Nation  of  Millions  but 
well  above  Muse  Sick. 


Breaking  Glass  Slippers 

Seth  Wereska 
Advertising  Manager 

Breaking  Glass  Slippers  is 
gaining  a  well  deserved  foothold 
in  the  local  music  scene.  As 
Awaken  this  band  released  a 
Christmas  single  that  sold  out. 
Now  after  two  years,  and  a  name 
change,  they  are  releasing  a  self- 
titled  album  as  their  first  full 
length  work,  and  I  predict  that 
this  will  do  even  better.  With  a 
sound  reminiscent  of  Alanis 
Morrisette,  this  Pop/Alternative 
group  shows  surprising  dynamic 
ability  as  they  cover  the  gamut 
from  a  Jewel  type  folk  sound  to 
the  more  intense  sound  of  Gar- 
bage. Not  surprising  as  the  lead 
singer~and  FSC  student-  Renee 
Hernandez  named  them  when  I 
asked  for  inspiration.  This  band 
has  prospects.  The  recording 
was  put  together  with  care,  skill, 
and  some  small  amount  of  pro- 
fessionalism that  is  so  noticeably 
missing  in  the  average  unsigned 
band  (and  many  bands  that  have 
landed  contracts). 

I  defiantly  rate  this  band  a 
strong  four  out  of  five.  I  tend  to 
hear  a  lot  of  'new'  music  that  re- 
ally has  no  chance  of  ever  hit- 
ting the  top  forty— I'm  talking 
about  stuff  that  even  WXPL 
won't  play— and  I  was  honestly 
expecting  that  level  of  entertain- 
ment. I  was  floored  when  an  ac- 
tual  recognizable  melody 
eminated  from  my  stereo.  BGS 
is  a  band  to  watch.  Incidentally, 
look  for  them  to  be  on  WAAF's 
Bay  State  Rock  in  April,  in 
heavy  rotation  on  WXPL,  and 
there  are  rumors  of  a  possible 
pub  performance. 


Quote  of  the  Week: 

i  I 

You're  everything  I  never  knew 

I  always  wanted. 

-  Alex  Whitman,  Fools  Rush  In 
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FOOLS  RUSH  IN  *** 

Columbia  Pictures 

plot:  A  one  night  stand  leads  to 
pregnancy.  And  then  marriage. 
And  then,  eventually,  love. 

Sure  this  movie  was  sappy, 
but  it  was  also  good.  Really 
good.  I  never  thought  I'd  be  the 
type  of  person  to  recommend  a 
'date  movie'...  or  even  to  use 
the  phrase  'date  movie'...  but 
this  is  a  good  one.  I  wouldn't 
lie  to  you.  And  no,  I'm  not  say- 
ing that  because  I  found  some 
poor  fool  to  drag  along  with  me, 
because  I  didn't  - 1  saw  it  with 
my  sister,  so  there. 

Salma  Hayek  plays  Isabel 
Fuentes,  and  she's  really  great. 
I  don't  think  I've  seen  her 
around  anywhere  before...  She 
looks  kindof  like  Winona  Ryder, 
with  a  better  body.  The  guy  who 
plays  her  father  looks  just  like 
pictures  of  my  dad  from  the  sev- 
enties. He  dresses  like  him,  too. 
The  resemblance  is  uncanny,  re- 
ally. (I'm  glad  my  dad  has  no 
access  to  this  paper...  not  that 
he'd  see  the  movie,  anyway... 
my  dad  is  a  big  man).  And  Mat- 
thew Perry  (the  guy  from 
'Friends')  actually  sounds  sin- 
cere in  his  role  as  Alex 
Whitman...  I  mean,  sure,  the 
plot  seems  all  unrealistic  and 
everything...  like  a  guy  would 
actually  marry  a  girl  he  had  a  one 
night  stand  with  because  she  was 
pregnant...  but  he's  a  jerk  half 
of  the  time,  too,  so  it's  almost 
believable. 


ABSOLUTE  POWER     ** 
Castle  Rock  /  Columbia  Pictures 

plot:  a  jewel  thief  witnesses  a 
murder  and  its  concealment  by 
the  US  government. 

This  movie  is  directed  by 
Clint  Eastwood,  and  produced 


by  Clint  Eastwood...  and  you'll 
never  guess  who  stars  in  it.  It 
kept  me  on  the  edge  of  my  seat... 
but  the  ending  was  a  real  let- 
down. The  brutal  sex  scene  in 
the  beginning  is  really  stupid, 
and  looks  fake.  You'd  think  that 
Gene  Hackman  (President  Alan 
Richmond)  could' ve  done  a  bet- 
ter job  pretending  to  fool  around 
with  a  beautiful  blonde  in  a 
slinky  dress-thing...  but  her  act- 
ing was  quite  a  turn  off...  I  sup- 
pose we  can't  blame  him  too 
much.  The  idea  of  the  movie  is 
good,  but  the  details  are  shoddy. 
Luther  Whitney  (Clint 
Eastwood)  breaks  into  this  intri- 
cate alarm  system,  and  he  must 
have  had  all  of  this  prior  knowl- 
edge as  to  the  blueprints  to  the 
house  and  everything,  but  we 
don't  see  that.  No  details.  De- 
tails would  have  made  things 
more  interesting.  It  all  happens 
too  fast...  there  are  a  lot  of  holes 
in  the  storyline.  And  the  ending 
is  even  worse...  plot-wise,  any- 
way. There  is  no  real  climax, 
just  a  lot  of  rising  action  and 
then,  bang,  denouement. 


SHINE    **** 

S.  Austrailian  Film  Corp. 

plot:  The  true  story  of  a  man 
whose  love  for  the  piano  drives 
him  mad  And  his  dad  oppresses 
him,  too. 

I  guess  it  takes  a  major  award 
to  bring  the  good  movies  to 
Leominster. . .  this  baby  has  been 
playing  in  Boston  since  New 
Year's  Eve,  at  least  (I  know,  be- 
cause I  rang  in  the  new  year  in  a 
Boston  theatre,  counted  down 
the  last  seconds  with  twenty- 
some-odd  other  pathetic  people 
just  like  me...). 

This  movie  was  based  on  a 
true  story...  I  love  that.  The  real 
ones  are  always  the  best,  aren't 
they? 


David  Helfgott  as  a  young 
man-!!!  Sure,  he's  mad.  That's 
okay.  I  wish  I'd  known  some- 
one like  this  when  I  was  about 
seventeen.  What  a  hottie. 

This  guy  is  absolutely  fasci- 
nating... David  Helfgott,  I  mean. 
His  passion  for  music  is  so  per- 
fectly expressed  in  the  movie. 
Rachmoninov  has  never  meant 
as  much  to  me  as  it  does  now;  I 
hear  it  in  my  sleep.  Geoffrey 
Rush  is  incredible  in  the  lead 
role  -  he  doesn't  glamorize  this 
guy's  life  at  all.  In  the  first  scene 
I  hated  Helfgott  -  he  seemed  like 
one  of  those  annoying,  pathetic 
old  men  who  hang  out  in  bars 
and  watch  young  girls.  But  no. 
It  made  me  feel  kind  of  bad,  re- 
ally, knowing  I  had  felt  this  way 
in  the  beginning  of  the  movie... 
There's  so  much  more  to  this 
man  than  meets  the  eye.  Scott 
Hicks  does  a  great  job  with  the 
direction  here...  Turning  a  true 
story  into  a  film  project  must  be 
tough,  but  I'm  sure  even  David 
Helfgott  himself  is  impressed 
with  the  result. 


DONNIEBRASCO    ***l/2 
Tri  Star  Pictures 

plot:  The  true  story  of  an  un- 
dercover FBI  agent  who  lets  his 
job  take  over  his  life...  his  loy- 
alties within  organized  crime 
outweigh  those  within  his  fam- 
ily as  well  as  the  federal  govern- 
ment. 

There's  just  something  about 
these  mafia  movies  that  excites 
me...  Or  maybe  it's  just  the  Ital- 
ian men.  This  movie  was  very 
well  done.  It  seemed  very 
large...  like,  done  on  a  larger 
scale  than  most  movies:  bigger 
sound,  brighter  colors,  more  life- 
like somehow.  If  that  makes  any 
sense.  It's  a  nice  touch,  anyway. 
Or  maybe  it  was  all  in  my  head 
-  who  knows? 


Al  Pacino  (Lefty)  is  abso- 
lutely fabulous.  He  reminded 
me  of  my  grandfather.  Dressed 
like  him,  too.  You've  got  to  love 
this  character  -  he  gives  a  real 
sweet  face  to  the  stereotypical 
mob  guy.  Everybody  here  re- 
ally stays  in  character,  really 
fits.  The  scenery  is  appropri- 
ate, as  is  the  dress.  The  only 
one  who  stands  out  in  a  bad  way 
is  the  woman  who  plays 
Donnie's  (Johnny  Depp)  wife. 
Her  character  is  completely  fiat, 
while  her  acting  is  big  and  her 
colors  are  loud.  It  just  doesn't 
work  very  well.  She  doesn't. 

I'm  afraid  I'm  rating  this 
movie  too  high,  somehow.  I 
was  so  preoccupied  with  the  fact 
that  I  was  late,  and  starving,  and 
engrossed  in  the  people  around 
me  and  everything...  I  can't 
seem  to  justify  3  1/2  stars,  look- 
ing back. 


THE   EMPIRE   STRIKES 
BACK     **** 
20th  Century  Fox 

plot:  Oh  come  on,  you  know  the 
plot. 

Don't  get  me  wrong,  I  love 
this  movie  (four  stars,  see?)... 
but  the  first  movie  in  a  series  is 
always  the  best.  I  really  liked 
the  well-rounded-ness  of  Star 
Wars.  Sure,  there's  still  the 
whole  Darth  Vader  issue:  we 
know  he's  still  alive  and  we're 
all  worried  about  it,  but  you 
leave  the  theatre  feeling  satis- 
fied. With  the  Empire  Strikes 
Back,  you  get  nothing.  Noth- 
ing is  resolved.  It's  all  a  ploy  to 
drag  you  into  number  three,  get 
you  to  spend  more  money  just 
to  find  out  what  happened  to 
poor  Han  Solo.  Like  one  of 
those  'cliffhanger'  movies  from 
the  fifties.  It's  just  not  fair. 

And  about  these  new 
additions. ..Do  you  think  it's 
right,  really?  Okay,  enhanced 
visual  effects-I  can  deal  with 
that.  Technology  has  improved 
immensely  in  the  past  twenty 
years  and  the  movie  needs  a 
little  touching  up.  I  just  don't 
like  these  new  scenes  though  . 
What  does  it  all  mean?  Will 
these  new  versions  of  the  movie 
replace  those  we  all  know  and 
love  on  the  shelves  at  Block- 
buster? Which  copies  will  end 
up  as  collector's  items?  Isn't 
that  what  it's  all  about,  anyway? 
Yeah,  money. 

It's  kind  of  funny. .no  mat- 
ter how  much  touching-up  they 
do,  they  just  can't  seem  to  turn 
Mark  Hamil  into  a  good  actor. 

Reviews  by  Sarah  Adams 
A&E  Editor 
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Mason  Fitch 

On  Friday,  February  15lh,  the 
Region  1  ACUI  (Association  of 
College  Unions  International) 
Tournament  was  held  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  New  Hampshire.  Stu- 
dents from  Fitchburg  Stale  Col- 
lege who  competed  and  won  in 
the  qualifying  round  last  semes- 
ter included:  8-ball  -  Mason 
Fitch  (finished  16th  place),  Jake 
Shattuck,  Kevin  Flynn  (finished 
7th  place)  and  Sean  O'Neil; 
Darts  -  Jim  Scaglione  (finished 
2nd  place);  and  Table  Tennis  - 
Joe  Mahoney  and  Scott  Cullen. 
The  tournament  lasted  all 
day  and  was  followed  by  an 
awards  ceremony,  at  which  Jim 
Scaglione  (darts)  was  presented 
with  a  medal.  A  good  time  was 
had  by  all.  FSC  tournament  di- 
rector and  spiritual  leader  Doug 
Cross  -  "It  was  a  valiant  effort; 
good  luck  next  year,  and  thanks 
to  everyone  who  took  part  ." 


Cinema  Won 


Empire  Strike  Back(PG 
11:30-12:45-2-2:30 
4:30-6:45-7-9:45 


Star  Wars  (PG) 
12:45-3:30-6:45-9:1! 


Dante's  Pcak(PG- 13) 
2-4:30-7-9:30 


Vegas  Vacation(PG- 13 
2:30-4:40-7-9:15 


Fools  Rush  In  (PG- 13) 
11:45-2-7-9:30 


Clint  Eastwood  stars  in  Absolute  Power 


Absolute  Power  (R) 
6:45-9:15 


That  Darn  Cat(PG) 
12:30-2:30-4:30 


Jerry  Maguirc  (R) 
4:15-9:15 


Mother  (PG- 13) 
12:15-7 


Call       for       additiona 
showtimes  345-6700 
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COLLEGE  STUDENTS 

Come  and  join  our  team  of 
Telephone  Service  Representatives 

at  one  of  the 

Top  50  Call  Centers  in  the  USA  ! 

•  flexible  scheduling 

•  attractive  compensation 

•  full  and  part  time  positions 

•  monthly  bonus  program 

•  excellent  benefits 

•  incoming  calls 

•  friendly  and  enthusiastic  environment 

•  convenient  location 

•  opportunities  for  advancement 

We  have  immediate  full  and  part  time  openings  with  a  variety  of  hours  to 
meet  your  needs,  Call  us  today  at  (800)564-1444  x7180  for  further  details, 
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COMMUNICATIONS  SERVICES,  INC!. 

12  Main  Street  Leominster,  MA  01453 
AN  AFFIRMATIVE  ACTION  EMPLOYER 
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A  Garden  by  any  other  name 


Michael 
Poirier 
Sports 
Editor 


Years  ago  I  would  attend  at 
least  one  Celtics  and  Bruins 
game  a  year.  My  friends  and  I 
would  buy  the  cheapest  seats 
available  for  twelve  or  fifteen 
dollars,  sit  high  up  in  the 
rafters,  and  take  in  the  ambi- 
ence that  was  the  Boston  Gar- 
den. 

From  the  obstructed  view 
seats  we  had  we  could  barely 
see  the  players  running  across 
the  parquet  or  skating  across 
the  ice.  On  ocassion,  some  ob- 
noxious jerk,  who  had  one  too 
many,  would  yell  obscenities 
at  either  an  opposing  player  or 
the  referee  and  get  tossed  by 
the  Garden's  crack  security 
staff.  Most  of  the  games  we 
saw  were  usually  against  many 
of  the  NBA's  or  NHL's  worst 
teams  like  the  Golden  State 
Warriors  or  the  San  Jose 
Sharks.  This  was  because  tick- 
ets for  teams  like  the  Lakers, 
Bulls  or  Canadiens  sold  out 
quickly. 

Three  years  ago  when  it 
was  announced  that  the  Gar- 
den would  be  torn  down  to 
build  a  brand  new  state  of  the 
art  complex,  I  agreed  with 
those  who,  felt  it  was  neces- 
sary because  the  Garden  was 
falling  apart.  The  cracks  were 
showing,  the  pipes  were  leak- 
ing and  the  place  smelled  like 
urine.  The  added  attraction 
would  be  that  no  longer  would 
my  friends  and  I  have  to  sit  up 
in  those  obstructed  view  seats, 
because  no  matter  where  you 
sat  in  the  new  Garden  you 
would  be  able  to  see  the  action 
on  the  court  or  the  ice.  Little 
did  I  know  the  monster  that 


was  to  be  the  new  Garden. 

First  came  naming  the 
building.  Originally  the  new 
complex  would  be  called  The 
New  Boston  Garden  in  respect 
for  the  old  building,  but  be- 
cause it  was  being  financed  by 
Shawmut  Bank  the  decision 
was  to  name  it  the  Shawmut 
Center.  The  Shawmut  Cen- 
ter! !  Suddenly  the  Lucky  Lep- 
rechaun was  replaced  with  the 
Shawmut  Indian  and  the 
Shawmut  Center  sounded 
more  like  a  mall  than  a  sports 
complex. 


GAME        2    S 


SEC  HOW  SEAT 

304  13  10 

SA1XONY 
1D#40Q1866 
Box  Office/Season  Tkt, 
S43.00)'$38.00 

JANUARV    2©,      IS9fi 
THUKSBAY,  7:30  P.M.  A 


TAMPA  BAV  LIGHTNING 

NO  REFUNDS  OR  EXCHANGES 


Before  the  building  was 
completed,  Fleet  Bank  bought 
out  Shawmut  and  suddenly 
the  Shawmut  Center  was  now 
the  Fleet  Center.  The  change 
wasn't  much  of  a  vast  im- 
provement, but  at  least  it 
didn't  sound  like  a  place 
where  you  would  find  a  Food 
Court  or  a  JC  Penny. 

When  the  Fleet  Center 
opened  in  November  of  1 995, 
The  Boston  Garden  remained 
standing  and  was  a  ghost  of 
its  former  self.  They  had 
moved  the  parquet  from  the 
Garden  to  the  FleetCenter  a 
month  prior.  Now  suddenly 
that  building  which  seemed 
archaic  and  antique  with  its 


obstructed  view  seats  and  an- 
tique bathrooms  would  be 
torn  down  in  a  few  months, 
and  its  housed  memories  for- 
ever lost  in  a  pile  of  souvenir 
bricks  to  be  sold  later  in  the 
year. 

Around  November  of 
1995,  I  attended  my  first 
Celtics  game  and  while  I  was 
impressed  with  the  huge 
scoreboard  and  light  display 
during  the  introductions  I  now 
missed  those  obstructed  view 
seats,  the  obnoxious  guy  who 
yelled  at  the  refs  and  oddly 
enough,  the  urine  smell.  While 
my  ticket  was  free  and  the 
seats  were  comfortable 
enough,  the  botUe  of  water  I 
bought  was  $3.00,  the  Celtics 
lost  to  the  Golden  State  War- 
riors by  seventeen  points  and 
gone  was  the  feeling  of  history 
I  had  experienced  at  the  Gar- 
den. 

In  the  five  years  I  had  gone 
to  the  Garden,  the  Celtics  (or 
Bruins)  had  never  lost  a  game 
and  I  had  thought  of  myself  as 
a  good  luck  charm.  Two 
months  after  the  Celtics  game 
I  paid  $40  to  sit  in  the  nose- 
bleed seats,  paid  $6.00  for  a 
small  pizza  (which  was 
burned)  and  watched  the  Bru- 
ins lose  to  the  Tampa  Bay 
Lightning  3-1.  My  two  expe- 
riences had  left  me  feeling  dis- 
traught, my  wallet  had  less 
money  in  it  and  at  that  moment 
I  decided  that  it  would  be  a 
while  before  I  would  visit  the 
FleetCenter  again. 

Was  it  the  fact  that  every- 
thing was  incredibly  expen- 
sive? Was  it  the  fact  that  the 
hometown  teams  hadn't  won 
in  my  first  two  trips?  Was  it 
that  the  Celtics  and  Bruins 
were  shadows  of  their  former 
selves?  It's  probably  all  of  the 
above  and  also  the  fact  that 
now  those  Garden  memories 
are  lost  forever  in  the  souve- 
nir bricks  that  were  sold  last 
year. 


Student  Athlete  of  the  Week 


This  week's  student  athlete  of  the  week  is  Dianne  Horwath. 

This  all  around  athlete  has  been  solid  all  season  long,  but  has  saved 
her  best  basketball  for  the  closing  weeks  of  the  season.  With  22 
points  in  a  win  over  Framingham.  then  10  pts  and  16  pts  in  losses 
to  North  Adams  and  Bridgewater,  Horwath  has  seen  her  career 
best  scoring  average  climb  to  14.6  points  per  game  -  lops  on  the 
team.  She  has  been  the  leader  of  a  team  which  has  put  forth  a 
dramatic  turnaround  this  season.  After  seeing  the  hoops  team  win 
just  seven  games  her  first  three  seasons,  the  Falcons  finished  the 
regular  season  at  1 1-12  overall.  They  did  not  drop  under  .500  un- 
til the  final  game  of  the  season.  Horwath  has  been  a  key  reason  for 
FSC's  resurgence  this  year. 

Women's  Indoor  Track 

After  earning  All-New  England  Division  III  honors  last  week 
junior  Katie  Brace  tried  her  hand  at  the  New  England  All-Divi- 
sion meet  this  past  weekend.  Although  she  did  not  gain  individual 
honors,  Brace  did  finish  9th  overall,  running  in  a  time  of  60.81  in 
the  400  meter  event. 


Dianne  Horwath 


Intramural  Corner 


by  Brian  Bicknell 
Intramural  Director 


Volleyball  and  Soccer 

Co-ed  soccer  and  volley- 
ball started  up  this  week  and 
some  great  games  were 
played.  Jen  Hart's  Team 
T.H.F.  looks  to  be  the  early 
favorite.  In  co-ed  soccer 
John  Toney,  Mike  Prouxl  and 
the  rest  of  the  league  were  fu- 
rious at  the  fact  that  Pat 
Baldwin  of  Spacecoast 
United  was  able  to  pry  Phil 
Conroy  off  the  free  agent 
wire.  This  immediately 
makes  them  the  early  favor- 
ite to  sport  a  new  T-shirt  af- 
ter Spring  Break. 

Women's  Ice  Hockey 
and  3  on  3  Basketball 

The  Intramural  office  is 
still  accepting  rosters  for 
Women's  Ice  Hockey  and  3 
on  3  Basketball. 


Volleyball 

Thursday  February  27,  1997 
Fitchburg  United  vs.  T.H.F. 
at  8:00  pm 
Wildcats  II  vs.  Teeth 
at  9:00  pm 

Tuesday  March  4,  1997 
The  Servers  vs.  Tri-Pie  I 
at  8:00  pm 

Fitchburg  United  vs.  Capt's 
Crew  at  9:00  pm 


Soccer 

A  League  schedule 

Wednesday  February  26,  1997 
High  School  Heroes  vs.  Spacecoast  United 
Killer  Bees  vs.  Fitchburg  United 

Thursday  February  27,  1997 
Keystone  Kickers  vs.  High  School  Heroes 

Monday  March  3,  1997 
Bombed  Squad  vs.  Team  Haiti 
Killer  Bees  vs.  Spacecoast  United 

Tuesday  March  4,  1997 
High  School  Heroes  vs.  Rovers 
Fitchburg  United  vs.  Spacecoast  United 

B  League  schedule 

Thursday  February  27,  1997 
Phi  Pie  vs.  Staff  Infection 

Monday  March  3,  1997 
Staff  Infection  vs.  Blazers 


Quote  of  the  week 

"I  see  great  things  in  baseball.  It's  our 
game  -  The  American  Game.  It  will 
take  our  people  out  of  doors,  fill  them 
with  oxygen,  give  them  a  larger  physi- 
cal stoicism.  Tend  to  relieve  us  from 
being  a  nervous,  dyspeptic  set.  Repair 
these  losses,  and  be  a  blessing  to  us." 


Walt 
Whitman 

(1819-1892) 
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Player  Profile:  Dianne  Horwath 


by  Dean  Rios 
Staff  Writer 


Dianne  Horwath  has  seen 
many  changes  in  the  women's 
basketball  program,  having 

ed  tor  tour  different  coaches 
during  her  tenure  at  Fitchburg 
State  College.  The  senior 
captain  out  of  Weymouth  is 
playing  in  her  fourth  and 
final  season  for  the 
LadyFalcons,  and  this  sea- 
son she  has  seen  eminent 
changes  which  have  helped 
the  team  to  turn  around 
their  dismal  record. 

Dianne  attributes  the 
team's  success,  as  well  as 
her  own,  to  the  addition  of 
some  new  players  and  a 
new  coach.  "Our  team 
plays  well  as  a  unit,  we 
have  a  good  sense  of  where 
one  another  is  on  the 
court."  said  Horwath.  Af- 
ter having  played  three 
frustrating  seasons,  the 
previous  two  of  which  she 
had  to  play  out  of  position,  Dianne 
she  is  now  on  top  of  her  game. 
"We've  got  some  good  guards 
playing  for  us  this  season," 
Horwath  said.  "I  am  now  able 
to  play  my  natural  position  at 
forward  instead  of  point  guard." 

Current  season  statistics 
show  how  effective  Horwath  is 
at  her  "natural"  position.  In  the 
first  seventeen  games  this  sea- 
son, she  has  remarkably  pulled 
down  116  rebounds,  scored  230 
points,  and  is  credited  with  53 


assists  (she  is  currently  fourth  on 
the  FSC  all-time  career  assists 
list  with  157)  and  18  steals.  Prior 
to  this  season,  the  team  had  won 
just  one  game  in  the  past  two 
years.  The  team  has  already  won 
eleven  games  this  season  and  is 


Horwath 

expected  to  do  well  in  post-sea- 
son play. 

The  women's  team  played 
their  last  home  game  on  Satur- 
day, February  22,  and  for  most 
graduating  seniors  the  final 
home  game  played  in  any  sport 
signifies  something  special  to 
the  athlete.  Dianne  admits  that 
she  will  miss  playing  basketball 
for  Fitchburg  State.  "I  am  kind 
of  sad  that  I  will  be  playing  my 
last  home  game."  said  Horwath. 


"It  will  be  difficult  to  leave  my 
teammates,  this  year  we  all 
pulled  together  really  well." 

Off  the  court  Horwath  keeps 
herself  busy  playing  softball  in 
both  the  fall  and  spring.  She  is 
one  of  the  few  athletes  in  school 
history  to  captain  two  different 
sports.  She  has  been  captain 
of  the  basketball  team  for  the 
past  two  seasons  and  will 
captain  the  softball  team  this 
spring.  Although  she  admits 
she  enjoys  both  sports 
equally,  Horwath  states  that, 
"softball  is  a  much  more 
easier  sport  to  play." 

It  is  a  fitting  end  to  a  very 
productive  basketball  career 
that  Horwath  should  finally 
be  awarded  a  winning  sea- 
son. Her  persistence  and 
achievements  through  adver- 
sity truly  make  her  a  special 
player.  Her  senior  leadership 
has  led  the  LadyFalcons  to 
one  of  the  greatest  turn- 
around stories  of  the  year. 
She  will  utilize  her  leader- 
ship capabilities  as  she  guides 
the  softball  team  into  the  spring 
season. 

When  Horwath  leaves  this 
semester,  the  young  basketball 
team  will  be  in  good  hands  next 
season  under  the  leadership  of 
Coach  Beth  McNamara.  "Coach 
McNamara  is  the  best  coach  I 
ever  had  and  will  take  the  team 
far."  said  Horwath .  "The  team  is 
very  young  and  should  do  well 
in  the  future." 
Photo  courtesy  of  Dave  Marsh 
FSC  Sports  Info  Director 


Upcoming  FSC  Action 


Thurs  Feb  27 

Hockey  vs  Roger  Williams  University 

Saturday  March  1 

Men's  and  Women's  Indoor  Track  at  ECACs 
Hockey  vs.  Framingham  State  College 


Home 


tba 


Away 


8:00 


8;00 


Falcon  Basketball  Playoff  Preview 


by  Dave  Marsh 

FSC  Sports  Info  Director 


Men 

Tuesday  night  the  FSC 
men's  basketball  team,  the 
fourth  seed  in  the  MASCAC 
Tournament,  will  host  fifth 
seed  North  Adams  State  in 
their  quest  for  a  MASCAC 
Post-season  Tournament  title. 
Game  time  is  7:00  pm. 

Head  coach  Bob  Bonci  is 
hoping  that  the  Falcons  who 
beat  North  Adams  89-76,  in 
overtime  on  February  1,  show 
up  at  Parkinson  Gym,  rather 
than  the  version  which  lost  76- 
66  at  North  Adams  last  week. 

It  has  been  an  up  and  down 
season  for  the  Falcons,  but 
they  feel  they  are  ready  to 
make  a  strong  run  in  the  tour- 
nament. FSC  is  11-13  overall 
this  year,  5-7  in  league  play. 
They  tied  Worcester  State  and 
North  Adams  State  for  third 
place,  but  lost  out  to  the 
Worcester  State  Lancers  for 
the  third  seed  on  a  tie-breaker. 

A  win  Tuesday  night  would 
move  the  Falcons  into  the 
MASCAC  semifinals  for  the 
second  time  in  the  last  three 
years.  This  time  they  would 
have  to  play  Salem  State  in 
Salem  on  Thursday,  Feb.  27. 
Two  years  ago  in  the  semis, 
FSC  had  to  play  North  Adams 
in  North  Adams  and  came 
away  with  a  98-76  loss. 


Women 


The  Falcon  women  are 
seeded  sixth  in  the  MASCAC 
by  virtue  of  their  2-10  league 
mark.  They  will  travel  Tuesday 
night  for  a  6:00  game  at 
Worcester  State.  The  Lancers 
have  defeated  the  Falcons 
twice  already  this  season,  the 
last  time  by  a72-58  count.  Se- 
nior Dianne  Horwath  (14.6 
ppg)  and  freshman  Sarah 
Harding  ( 14.4)  lead  the  charge 
for  the  women  who  have  had 
a  remarkable  season. 

The  previous  three  years  the 
Falcons  won  only  eight  games, 
including  a  combined  1-42 
mark  the  last  two  seasons.  This 
year  the  team  has  gone  11-12 
overall,  a  staggering 
imrovement  under  first  year 
head  coach  Beth  McNamara. 
In  fact,  their  loss  to 
Bridgewater  State  put  them 
under  the  .500  mark  for  the 
first  time  all  season 

If  Fitchburg  State  pulls,  off 
the  upset  Tuesday,  they  will 
head  to  the  semifinals  on  Fri- 
day at  Salem  State.  They 
would  play  the  winner  of  the 
Westfield  State  (#2)  vs. 
Framingham  State  (#7)  con- 
test. 

The  MASCAC  Champion- 
ship games  for  both  the  men 
and  women  will  take  place  on 
Saturday  at  Salem  State. 


Pete  Daley 


Brandy  Leblanc 


1997  MASCAC  Men's  and  Women's  Basketball  Post-season  Tournament  Pairings 


Salem  -  Bye 


North  Adams 


@  Fitchburg 
7:00  pm 
Fitchburg       Feb.  25 


Westfield 


@  Worcester 
8:00  pm 
Worcester      peb.  25 


Framingham 


@  Bridgewater 
7:00  pm 
Bridgewater  Feb.  25 


Semifinals 
@  Salem 
8:00  pm 

Feb.  27 


Semifinals 
@  Salem  ' 
6:00  pm 
Feb.  27 


Championship 
@  Salem 
3:00  pm 
March  1 


Men 


Salem  -  Bye 


Semifinals 
@  Salem 
8:00  pm 
Feb.  28 

Bridgewater 

@  North  Adams 

Championsh 

ip 

7:00  pm 

Feb.  25        North  Adams 

@  Salem 
1:00  pm 

Fitchburg 

March  1 

@  Worcester 

6:00  pm 

Feb.  25        Worcester 

Semifinals 
@  Salem 
6:00  pm 
Feb.  28 

Framingham 

@  Westfield 

XW*\i 

7:00  pm 

Feb.  25        Westfield 

WOliicn 

